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Are Childrens Par

Madame de St.

guished Social Philosopher and
Poetess, Makes an Ingenious
Argument Thot We Should Take
the Education and Control of

Children En-
tirely Away
from Parents
to Secure Their
Highest
Development

By Madame Valentine de St. Point

Poetess,
Lamartine.

the Brilliant Parisian

Grandniece of the Great

HE child has in nearly all ages been

egarded as a thine belonging
exclusively to its family, to those
who have brought it into the world It
geems to parents that the normal and
natural act of giving life to a bdeing

geCuUres 1o them the exclusive properiy of

that heing, to which they aecord no seri-
ous rights and from which they expect

every duty.
This is
has brought

a traditional human error which
and degrads-

and which 1

untold misery

tion upon the human race

feel it to be my most solemn duly to com-

bat with all mv strength.

Up to the the father has been

the head of the family

present
rulicg sometimes

his wife. but especlally his children,

f‘-]"_-;‘;ing them very '.rPuIH“?r‘i"r' Llflll“r 3

conception of the
and the Roman
odern so-

yrannical yoke The
ancient Hebrew patriaicch
Paterfamilias has dominated m
ciety to its sorrow up to our day This
jard paternal yoke is regretiable because
«t anpih
The independent

{lates the nersonality of the chiid
children who seek to

agcape from it are nct only pursued by
the anger or curses of ithe father, but
often, even, by legal powers which are

at the command of the head of the [amily

In our days paternal righis have been
somewhat restricted, although In every
civilized country the law gives theoretical
control of the father over his children up

to the age of tweniy-one Our inherited
tdeas of the paternal authority also give
the father an enormoug power, which

locality,
than 1n

varieas considerably accord'ng to
and Is perhaps greater in France

the [ather had
his sun to life-

n eariier generations

the powar of condemning

long disgrace for some triddins &escapade,
and this idea is still strong with us,
The perils of a disobedient son are
less grave than they used to be, although
with us the father still possesses the
atrocious power of destroving the vouth
of the son by shutting him up in a house
of correcidon until his majorit
The Father Ruins
His Son's Mind and Body
™% a th, la = " Ta ™) q r recow
niz 1 father rieht 1o k hiz offspring
asa in RHoman times, &t givea him the
right to destroy hils mind and body o a
COT fer dogres T'hea father can de
g n of evervthing it makes
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Al ., Its yut hfy reckless
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sk d expand. What the father
mmand the ither obtains
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The proof of this is that in later §
when adg peraons are brough: to a
condition of misery or weakness, th
image of the mother appears to their
RneEeaeOned minds and eyen the word
ther usually comes to their lips
iow well is our French conception of
mother tenderness {llustrated by that
favorite pleture, Madame Vigee .o
Bron and Her Child by herself It g
a beautiful plcture, but it reveals marvel-
I =iy the <linging parasitic tvpe of
motherly love, which holds its child so
‘losely as almost to choke it. and which
is really one of the greatest moral weak
nesses of our nation

Thus parents, In different wave, abuse
helr sartificial rights over their children,
without recognizing any other obliza
ns than to keep them alive and to
ooste a calling for them. The majority
seell W regard tuese

il pareunts even
-

ents the
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“Madame Vigee Le Brun and Daughter.”

“This beautiful picture reveals marvellously the

clinging parasitic type of motheriy love, which
holds its child so closely as almost to
choke it.”

Painting by Mme. Vigee Le Brun,
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Painting

by Greuze

“The Father’'s Curse.”

his majority.”

' “The father had the power of condemning his son to life-long disgrace for some trifling escapade.
| power of destroying the youth of his son by shutting him up in a house of correction until
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luties as a favor, fro which the children The child should be developed in ac-
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Then yarents often do the greatest o watched and guarded by an awak-
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wrong to their chlldren by c¢hoosing a eaed mind, eager to discover these Dos
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working and creating. the family by les har feeble physical protection

BSNINE The treangth of an Individual. by The father has too much power the

the exercise of its legal powers, com- mother too_ much tenderness, for the

mits a crime of “lese humanity.” child that they mentally consider eir
As against the duties of children to property.

ward family, it I3 now time to assert In reality, to whom does the child be.

8, long? If it be the offspring of a race of
ghts are more sacred than the savages [t belongs only to Iteelf
ancient and superannuated rights of the But when the child 18 the offspring of
fami over the children, because they a civilized family it should de considered
B : wtant to the future, and the as belonging to the community which has
{uture 1= more sacred than the past. created the civilization In which it is
t is infquitous that in a time when de=ztined to share
love of liberty and hatred of tyranny In any case, it never belongs to its par
have overthrown kings and emperors. ents. who have only done for it what ithe
the tyranny of the family stould still animals do for their voung. what their
exist own parents did for them. §. e, to give

irsa, For this act the parents de

condemna

them I1ife
serve neither gratitude nor
tion.

They certainly do not deserve gratl
tude for the care and the comfort they
may have given to thefr chfldren. Anl
mals instinctively and naturally sacri-
filce themselves quite as much as human
heings for thelr voung, from whom thes

Copyright, 1818 by Lhe Star Company.

propose to abandon

! lil'\ nnt 4_|',' ™~
L ] 1 1 1" 2 1
and leave the child to its own

all control
instincts

The child, being in process of forma-
tion, cannot know {tzelf, and therefore
is= Incompetent to guide itself It has
only vague and fleeting desires. It must
be instructed comcerning its own nature
aud taught o reveal itsell,

-

certainly nothing, Thosea
facts concerning the physiolog
to the instruction and
parents usually give
is also a normal act,
these things are the creation of
ilization by which the pafﬁut.!
have henefited The latest
should receive the benefit of all
the human labor which has prepared the
world for them

The child owes 8 debht not to his fam-
ilv. hut to the community, to do his share
of work for eclvilization

On the other hand. parents who count
on the help of their children in their old
age are perfect egotists. They have no
right to claim 1t as a debt. It is only a
charity, like that which the State gives
1o paupers and sick people.

The Siate has acquired
rights—moral rights and
the right of law making,
punishing and rewarding,
life and death. all right
he liberty of the individual
recognized certain dutlies
poor and the sick and the weak,

will recelve
are the
ical domain. As

education

their children.

which

that
'-ff‘,r‘ﬂ
the oiv
themeelves
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innumerable
fiscal rights,
the right of
the right of
whirh restrict
It has also
toward the
cut it

has neglected the most important duty
of all—that which it owes to the child.
It controls evervthing in the lives of

the finished individuals who make up the
present, and it seems to take lttle in-
tha child, who is the most neces-

tarest in

sary element of the future,.
The State, with us and other countries,

has eatablished compulsory instruction,

but this means little when the power of
education and direction iz delezated to

the famTly, which interprets this power
according to its egotistic sentiments

The child represents the future of the
ommmunity, the element of i{nvention,
f creation. of continuation and of
growth It is. therefore, right that the
nation should assume the exclusive edu-
cation of the child.

Tae State must watch over the phys-
jeal development of the children, not only
because in a healthy body energy Iis
greater than in a weak one, and pro-
duyctive labor is in proportion to this

Greal Briwain Highws Hssepved

“Spartan
Mothers
Watching
Their Children
Flogged.”

“In Sparta beys
were publicly
| flogged at the age
of eight as a test
of courage and the
mothers calmly
looked on to see
that their children
bore themselves
bravely.”

Painting uy
Herdert Sidney

Palnting by Rubens

‘Abraham Exiling Hagar and
[shmael.”

“The conception of the anclent He-

brew patriarch possessing the
power of life and death over
his family and children in-
fluences us enormously
to-day.”

energy, but also heecause aick and Ineom

petent persons will oe & burden to

e

State. which will be obliged 1o find sn

asvium for them and support
““The State muat watch over the mora
development of its children, in order that
they mayv not be rulped by the errors
and the hereditary defects of their famw
ilies. in order that there may not stand
bhetween their budding mentality and
conllective idea of progress, that statle
clement, that dead welght of family tra
ditions and prejudices. which would
check their progress. At present, under
our mixed system of sducation, the par
ents undo in the evenlng what the State
has done during the day in its schoeis
and collezes of all kinds. The sirugzie
{e perpetual and infinitely injurfous to
the mental stabflity of the child
The State ought to take care t
child has the same opportunities of edu

them

nat eversy

He still possesses the atrocious

cComa,

Buit-

whatever family they

cation from
It should gulde
ahle to their abl!

them into callings

tiea and their tastes. =0

ag to obtain the hest work from them.

Absolute personal diginterestednesg, tha

gltentive indifferenced of setrangers, are
alone capable of properly judging, con
trolling and directing childre: cording

& v

to thelr capacities—that {8 10 say

ting every one in the right place, where
t can product nat for the Ereatd
good of ti . the grestest ha
Dit 8 'i-‘ L : ' H I.
We have no need t we this by ex
periance A . reece, 1\ Wnich
Bre = !' i “ ro f 1 EX
mn:é f o) o 3 'n 104 '.t
en! ies VD6 | 1Y a0 mora
beauty resach s ighes lay pMmen
created a sublime parmony educaltion lll
All the children were taken entirely Irom
their parents in the period of Athenlan
L ¥
greatness and sent to the gymnasia ;
In another Greek State, Sparta, thwy
carried the sysiem of physioal aducation
to its highest perfection T'he idea was | |
s b } b ey T b ] A
10O MmaxKe ne iy Y Ong calineg 4 it l‘
brave, and neither paternal tyranny nor ! If
maternal tenderness was permitied « I
hinder 1 3 DUrpos !
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